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Aram Bartholl has been interested in the digital world. it's “to question our
engagement with media and with public economies linked to social networks,
online platforms, and digital dissemination strategies.” In STREET 3.0, Dead Drops
(2010-) will be exhibited as STREET 2.0. USB flash drives embedded in public
spaces will have important meanings for the new "unclouded community. How
will Dead Drops shape communication in the streets having denger?
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Unclouded Community

Yutaro Midorikawa

Dead Drops

Dead Drops by Aram Bartholl is an artwork about data sharing. Through USB flash drives
embedded in the walls and crevices of public spaces, we can exchange data offline.
Dead Drops, started in 2010, have been installed in 2,280 locations around the world as
of 2023. Usually, a dead drop takes place between two persons using a secret location.
This term is used in contrast to "live drop," in which spies meet in person. Bartholl has
transformed this espionage technique and brought it into the art world. Since the USB
location is public, it is not a secret communication but a public communication. What
kind of future does the public communication in Dead Drops imply (this text is a
response to the question Kevin Holmes posed at VICE in 2010, Dead Drops: The Future
of File Sharing?)

Unclouded

There is a text on the website of Dead Drops. "Un-cloud your files in cement! Dead
Drops is an anonymous, offline, peer-to-peer file-sharing network in the public space."
This "un-cloud" is important in the age of crisis. Much of the data we use is in the cloud.
As of 2023, cloud services by companies like Google, Microsoft, and Amazon are
growing. Many people are using these services because they are inexpensive and "safe"
to store their data. Looking from the long-term perspective, however, the weather of this
very useful cloud will be literally cloudy. Data in the cloud can evaporate at any time with
a simple event. It's an electrical short circuit. When a cloud service shorts out due to
some natural or man-made disaster, the possibility that we will never be able to access
the data again is not zero. At this time, Dead Drops can be regarded as another data-
sharing community that has been in the making since 2010. The "public space" in Dead
Drops may be the public space after the big accident: the uncrowded community.

Online/Offline

Currently, there are two main methods of data sharing: online and offline. Online data
sharing takes place in the online world (Internet). Offline data sharing, on the other
hand, takes place in the offline world (actual place). Most of the data sharing that takes
place currently can be described as online data sharing. Social media is a prime
example. Immersed in social media, we may not pay much attention to offline data
sharing. Everything is shared via the Internet. In that case, Dead Drops, offline data
sharing, would seem to be a very tiresome system. It may be difficult to find any
meaning in going all the way to the location and exchanging data. But this kind of
thinking is only possible if the Internet is functioning well enough. It will cease to
function at any time. Not only a temporary shutdown of the online world but even a
complete shutdown can be assumed. The point here is not to print all data on paper
right now, but to envision several scenarios in advance. At this time, Dead Drops has a
significant meaning for the unclouded community.



Living Dead Drop

From now on, offline data sharing will be reevaluated. Even if the online world crashes,
the data left offline will remain. In the unclouded community, the offline data will be
shared offline. In this case, one of the systems is Dead Drops. When Dead
Drops appeared in 2010, it may have been recognized as a smart art game. But now, in
2023, the playful aspect is beginning to take on a serious dimension. Because Dead
Drops may become the infrastructure in the age of crisis. At this time, Dead Drops may
be recognized as "living dead drop. "Living dead drop" has a literally disturbing ring.
But it is an important cultural infrastructure for the unclouded community. Or, by its very
structure, "living dead drop" may create confusion. As "Dead Drops" does, anyone can
add or erase any data at any time. Like Bartholl pointed out in DAZED in 2010 as a
"potential sexual element," Dead Drops also suggests the dangers of the streets. Nor is
"living dead drop" safe. The offline data sharing, required for the unclouded community
in the ages of crisis, will not be public Dead Drops but non-public Dead Drops. People
who have a map with all the locations of the non-public USB flash drives will be the
rulers at this time.

Community in the age of crisis

When the online world malfunctions, data in the online world requires material: USB
sticks, hard disks, and other media. This recording media will be one of the most
valuable. The beginning of a new information war over digital data as precious
material could occur at any time. For people in the near future, Bartholl, the calm, smart,
curious artist in "Dead Drops 'How to' - NYC," with its refreshing background music,
might seem like a soldier who builds infrastructure, a founder of the uncrowded
community, or even a ruler. In the first place, will the unclouded communities go to war?
Communities arise in the age of crisis. People band together to overcome certain
difficulties. The Montreal Protocol of 1987 regulated CFC gases and people all over the
world began protecting the ozone layer. On the other hand, vaccines developed after
the 2020 pandemic were not based on international cooperation. What will our future
hold? Some people hope that communities in the age of crisis will be calm, smart, and
curious. Or even that hope could become the spark of war. Maybe, in the near future,
data, this text as well, should be shared by the most suitable data sharing: that classic
"live drop."
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Living Dead Drops
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